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used every exertion to make money, it was not with the miserly
disposition of hoarding it, for he was equally liberal in scattering
it.  Among many bad qualities of a citizen, Mr. Rolette yet pos-
sessed many redeeming traits. He was hospitable and generous,
and liberal to the poor, and where a man had met with loss by
accident, he was generally one of the first to afford relief; and,
for an Indian trader, he had considerable enterprise for the pros-
perity and imprevement of the country. T believe that he intro-
dueed the first swine into the country, but am not sure that such
is the fact; T know that he introduced the first sheep, and that he
was mnch imposed on in its purchase. He bargained with an
American below this on the Mississippi, to deliver him a certain
number of ewes at the Prairie. The man brought the number of
sheep, and told him they were according to contract, and Mr. Ro-
lette, knowing very little about sheep, counted them and directed
his man to take them to his farm, and pay for them agreeable to
contract, and after a while some one examined them, and found
that instead of ewes, they were nearly all wethers.

About 1840, a man by the name of Manhan, who was a tan-
ner and currier, came to this place, and proposed to set up his
business here, but not having the necessary means, Mr. Rolette
advanced them to him; but it tnrned ont a poor adventure. I
must here relate an aneedote of Rolette.  His ambition was al-
ways to be ahead of me in everything. T think that some time
in 1823, T mentioned to some person that T thought a distillery
wonld do well at the Prairie, and that T would introduce some
rye; and if T could induce the French to raise it on the front of
their farms that were sandy, T would build a distillery, but wished
to get the rye growing first. Mr. Rolette, hearing of my sng-
gestion, concluded at onee that he would build a distillery; and
in going to Mackinaw, he fell in with a man by the name of Cur-
tis, who had been a captain in the army, and had been cashiered
by ecourt-martial, and being without means of support, was ready
for almost anything. He persuaded Mr. Rolette that he was a



